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March 2023 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

This spring your child will take a test as part of the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP). 

Your support is essential to your child’s success. The purpose of this letter is to provide you with details about testing this 

year.  

We acknowledge that a single assessment cannot provide us with a complete picture of your child’s academic and social-

emotional well-being. CAASPP is one of several indicators, in combination with report cards, teacher observation, and 

classwork used to create a complete picture of a student’s progress in school.  

Our goal is to promote equity by ensuring all students are well prepared with the skills and knowledge necessary to 

collaborate and compete with their peers in any environment. The Common Core Standards (CCSS) were created with 

this goal in mind. The test your student is going to take this Spring is intended to provide information that can be used to 

monitor student progress and ensure that all students leave high school ready for college and career. 

Our assessment framework for the 2022-2023 is comprised of the following: 

● Smarter Balanced assessment for English Language arts and mathematics in grades three through eight, 

and grade eleven.  

● California Science Test (CAST), and the California Alternate Assessment (CAA) for Science Test for all 

students in grades five, eight, and once while the student is in high school.  

● California Alternate Assessment (CAA) for English-Language Arts and mathematics in grades three 

through eight, and grade eleven.  

● California Spanish Assessment (CSA) for Reading/Language Arts in grades three through eight, and high 

school. 

Testing will take place in schools from 4/10/23 - 6/14/23. Schools set their own specific dates. 

You are an important part of your child’s education. To help your child prepare for the test you can:  

● Talk about the test with your child and address test anxiety if that is helpful.   

● Encourage your child to take a practice test:  https://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html 

Practice tests are a great way to preview the test, view sample questions, and practice with the tools and 

resources (e.g., highlighter, calculator). 

● Remind your child that you and their teacher want them to try their best and that you are there to help 

them every step of the way. 

● Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and a nutritious breakfast before testing. 

Individual student score reports will be available in the parent portal in the beginning of the 2023-2024 school year. In 

the event you have any concerns with the CAASPP testing process, please reach out to your teacher and/or principal.  If 

you would like more information about CAASPP, please visit the California Department of Education (CDE) CAASPP Web 

page at www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/. 

Thank you for your commitment to helping all our children succeed! 

 

Sincerely,  

Dr. Erika Simmons 

Director, Assessment Services  
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